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Why haven't you done your homework? 
Miss, it's all the cat's fault. 
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If she had not got stuck on the tree, I would not have taken the ladder to 
climb it. 
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If I had not taken the ladder to climb it, I would not have needed to fix it. 
If I had not needed to fix it, I wouldn't have woken up the baby. 
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If I had not woken up the baby, my mother would not have rushed out 
of the kitchen. 


If my mother had not rushed out of the kitchen, the monkey would not 
have got in. 
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If the monkey had not got in, he would not have eaten up all the food. 

If he had not eaten up all the food, my father would not have bought 
rotis and chicken curry at the tea-shop. 
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If my father had not bought rotis and chicken curry at the tea-shop, the 
dog would not have followed him home. 
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If the dog had not followed him home, he would not have eaten my 
homework. 
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So, you're saying the dog ate your homework? 
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Yes, Miss, it's all the cat's fault! 
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The boy in this story could not complete his homework because of a 
certain mischievous cat. Sounds like a silly excuse? Well, read about 
what happened to him, and you'll see how one thing can lead to 
another, and another, and another... 


This is a Level 2 book for children who recognize familiar words and can read new words with help. 
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